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give them encouragement and perhaps aid. The accounts
which we receive from Cuba are very contradictory.
Under the censorship which the Governor-General has
established, and the extraordinary efforts to suppress
intelligence in regard to the rebels, with whom there is
but little outside communication, we cannot expect much
reliable information.

February 10, Wednesday. Congress to-day counted and
declared the Presidential votes. There was nothing novel
or interesting in the proceeding, save that certain States
were excluded. The truth is, Grant is elected by illegal
votes and fraudulent and unconstitutional practices. He
would not have had a vote south of Washington but for the
usurping and inexcusable acts of Congress.

The folly of the Democrats North in nominating Sey-
mour insured Grant's election and gave encouragement to
the outrageous legislation to help them.

Further schemes to tinker the Constitution are before
Congress, and the Senate sat the whole night of Monday
to force through the measure then before it, giving suffrage
to negroes and fools by the Central Government in total
disregard of the rights of the States, and of the funda-
mental principles of our system. How far these schemes
are to be pressed, and whether they can be averted in
season to save our system of government, is yet to be seen.

February 11, Thursday. It seems there were some not
very creditable proceedings in Congress yesterday when
the two houses were in joint session, followed up by the
House after the joint convention was dissolved. The sub-
ject has been continued and discussed to-day, though with
less heat and rancor. Still there has been sufficient to show
the antagonisms in the Radical Party which must break
out before Grant shall have been long in office. The hate
between Butler and Bingham is intense. Both are un-
scrupulous and unprincipled; both are Gunning and adroit.